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Term 3 is always a busy term with school events including Sport’s Day, School Tours, 6th Class 
Graduation and Standardised Tests.  It is really encouraging to see the gradual return of many extra-
curricular activities including tin whistle with Mr Crossin and After School Clubs. 
 
 
 
Dates for your Diary: 
 

  
 Standardised Tests:    Week commencing 9th May – 31st May 
 Infant Enrolment Afternoon:   Wednesday 11th May.  1.15.- 2.15pm 
 Primary Language Webinar:   Class ends at 12 noon 
 Bank Holiday:     Monday 6th June  
 School Reports issued:   Monday 13th June 
 Active School Week:    13th – 17th June 
 6th Class Graduation:    Wednesday 22nd June 
 Summer Holidays:    Half Day  Friday 24th June  (12 noon) 
 

 
School will re-open on Wednesday 31st August 2022 for the new academic year. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Green School Programme 
 
Our current Green School theme is ‘Food and Global Citizenship’.  We will be looking at topics 
including ‘Air miles’  ‘Sustainable living’  ‘Food waste’ and ‘Grow your own’. 
 
Our school polytunnel has now been relocated beside the senior playground following the 
completion of the school building project. 
Thank you to Stephen Hay, substitute teacher and Stephen Thompson, Caretaker for building the 
two raised beds and a stone pathway leading to the polytunnel.  
 

 
 
 
 

 6th Class pupils helped Mr Hay put down cardboard in the raised beds before filling them with top 
soil provided by builder John McHugh.  This should help to reduce weeds and is an environmentally 
friendly method of weed prevention. 
 
Ballaghderg Carden Centre re-covered the polytunnel with plastic. 
 

 
Thank you to one of our parents Sarah Boreland who organised pupils in Castlederg High School to 
design and construct two very sturdy potting benches under the guidance of woodwork teacher Mr 
Maurice Barclay. 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We can’t wait to get planting and growing our own salad and tomato plants as well as growing 
flowers for the school garden. 
 
 
 
Thank you to Max Sinnott, Dylan Jamieson and Jan Sidelka who painted the potting benches with 
wood preservative.  Great job lads!  Well done 



 
 
 Another group of 6th Class pupils have already volunteered to paint our picnic tables.  I have 
included a link to Letterkenny Tidy Towns survey which Mr Gerard McCormick has asked me to share 
with parents in our school. 
 
We are very grateful to Mr Chris Lyons and his team in Homeland, Letterkenny for their donation of 
a circular wooden bench for our new garden area beside the new school extension. 
 
Standardised Tests 
Standardised tests will commence on the week beginning Monday 9th May – Tuesday 31st May.  We 
would ask parents to ensure consistent attendance during this period and to avoid planning holidays 
which would result in pupils missing their assessment tests. 
 
Unfortunately, it will not be possible to facilitate completion of tests for any pupils who miss tests 
due to holiday absences. 
 
 
School Tours 
We are delighted to organise school tours after an absence of two years. 
 

Class(es)   Venue  Date 

Junior/Senior Infants Tropical World Thursday 9th June 

1st/2nd Classes Ards Forest Park Friday 3rd June 

3rd/4th Classes Ards Forest Park  Friday 10th June 

5th Class ATU (LYIT) Thursday 16th June 

6th Tayto Park Friday 3rd June 

    
 
Transition Programme 
6th Class will take part in a transition to Secondary school entitled ‘It’s Your Turn’.  A Secondary 
School Survival Guide, topics included are Changes, Choices and Challenges in Secondary School. 
 



Reminder 
Book Rental for all classes is now due.  Closing date for receipt of payments is 2nd June.  
 
School Tour money can be paid online with class link or can be paid by cash to class teacher/school 
office. 
 
School Building Project  
The building project (Final Phase) commenced this week. This stage of the project will see the 
completion of groundworks in the playground and a new boundary wall will be built.  The Board of 
Management and builder, John McHugh have agreed to defer school car park works until school 
closes for the summer holidays to limit disruption to school drop off and collection. 
 
Infant Enrolment Afternoon  
Infant Enrolment will take place on Wednesday 11th May  (1.15 – 2.15) 
Junior Infant/Senior Infant classes will go home early at 12 noon to facilitate this event. 
 
Primary Language Curriculum 
School will finish at 12 noon on Friday 13th May to facilitate Department of Education Staff In-Service 
training. 
 
Get well soon 
We wish Mrs Lesley Wilkinson a speedy recovery and her pupils and staff look forward to welcoming 
her back to school soon. 
 
‘Go Green for Ukraine’ 
Thank you to parents and pupils for their very generous response to our recent ‘Go Green for 
Ukraine’ appeal. 
An amazing total of €2,100 was raised for the Irish Red Cross Ukranian Appeal. 
 

 
 
 
 
‘Say Yes to Languages’ 
Over 118 third to sixth class pupils are taking part in the new Primary Language Sampler starting this 
week.  The sampler module is a means for raising awareness among pupils of the range of languages 



used by their peers, in their schools and community.  Over 500 school nationwide are taking part 
and offering modules in a range of modern foreign languages and Irish Sign Language.  The module 
will introduce the pupils to Mandarin Chinese and be taught over a 6 week period during the normal 
school timetable.  Tutor Li Yong Duan is delighted to be involved in sharing her language and 
experience with the pupils.  A special word of thanks to EAL teacher Mrs Aoife Mustapha for co-
ordinating arrangements for the programme. 
The programme which is funded by the Department of Education highlights the importance of 
languages as a life skill and an opportunity for the pupils to think in a different way and build 
opportunities for the future. 
With over 26 different languages being used by pupils and staff at our school, this module really 
helps to build awareness and celebrate the diversity within the school community. 
 

 
 
 
 
Active Schools Week 
Active School Week will take place from 13th – 17th June providing an opportunity for all pupils to get 
active and enjoy and enjoy outdoor activities. 
 
 
School Sports Day 
School Sports Day is on Friday 27th May.  We look forward to welcoming parents back into school for 
the Sports Day Family Picnic lunch. 
Prizes will be presented following the Picnic lunch. 
 
Herb Wheel: 
 

 
K.B. and L. D. (5th Class) planted a new herb wheel last week. 

 
 
 
 



Erasmus ‘Minding Media’ Project 
 
We are delighted to be invited to participate in a European Erasmus project entitled ‘Minding 
Media’.  This project is being co-ordinated by our neighbours in A.U.T- (Atlantic University Campus) 
formerly L.Y.I.T. 
Mr Oliver and Mr Cannon are lead co-ordinators for this project examining the role of the media and 
in particular social media.   
Project materials are currently being developed and designed by project partners from Denmark, 
Finland, Slovenia and Netherlands. 
There will be a Transnational meeting of project partners in A.U.C Letterkenny on Tuesday 24th May.  
The school will be represented by Mr Mark Cannon and Mr Oliver. 
Our role in the project is to evaluate the project lesson plans, videos and resources and to provide 
feedback to the course designers. 
 
Wax Museum 
 
Well done to 6th Class who organised a Wax Museum which was visited by all classes and school staff 
last Thursday.  The pupils researched a character or celebrity and produced a wall chart outlining 
their story.  They then had to dress up as that person and get into character for Wax Museum 
visitors.  We look forward to sharing pictures on 6th Class page on our school website.  A big well 
done to Mr Cannon for organising this event and to 6th Class for their creative and inspiring 
presentation. 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 
 
Thank you 
 
Thank you to Ms Grainne Coyle who has been completing her teaching practice placement in 1st 
Class under the guidance and support of 1st Class teachers Mrs Gallen and Mrs McDowell. 
 
We are very grateful to Mrs Joanne Scott who has volunteered to help in Junior Infants A as SNA 
until the end of term following her SNA placement with the class. 
 
Child Protection 
 
The Child Safety and Risk Assessment was recently reviewed by the Board of Management.  Parents 
are asked to familiarise themselves with the content of the Child Protection Policy and Child Safety 
Statement on the school website. 
 
 
 
Childline 
 
Childline have recently circulated a helpful resource form parents to support teens with anxiety. 
Please find a link to the information below 
 
https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0?ui=2&ik=6aca54cd9f&attid=0.1&permmsgid=msg-
f:1731250602848143206&th=1806a3402ff1c766&view=att&disp=inline 
 



 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Class Allocation 2022/23 
 

Junior Infants 
A 

Mrs Emma McLaughlin 

Junior Infants 
B 

Mrs Fiona Bowe 

Senior Infants Ms Donna McMullan 

1st Class Mrs Amy McDowell/Mrs Clar Friel 
(Job Share) 

2nd Class Mrs Arlene Gallen 

3rd Class Mrs Aoife Mustapha 
4th Class Mrs Catherine McKinley 

5th Class Mrs Karen Smyth 
6th Class Mr Mark Cannon 

           S.E.N Teachers  
  
Mrs Karen Welch    
Mrs Lesley Wilkinson 
Mrs Sinead Kelly/Mrs Rachel 
Boal (Job Share) 
Mrs Linda McGroarty 
 

     EAL Teacher  
Mrs Vikki McArt 

This graceful origami 
swan was created by 
Jack Baxter in 5th Class. 
Super talent Jack!  Thank 
you for  being a patient 
teacher and for sharing 
your origami skills with 
the rest of your class. 


