
Preview 2019/DSM/154

SFI Discover Science & Maths Award Application Form

Step 1 - Science

Application Type: Plaque of STEM School: S N BAILE RAIGHIN

Teacher: Rachel Boal Roll Number: 19411C

Application Code: 2019/DSM/154 Total number of classes
in the school:

9

Total Number of
Students: 230

Total number of classes
that participated in the

project:

9

Approximately how many
students in your school

participated in the
project:

230

Is your school included in
the DEIS programme?: No

Gaelscoil:
No

Did your school
participate in the DPSM /

ESERO CPD workshops?:

No

Is your school: Mixed How many boys?: 103

How many girls?: 127

I confirm I have included supporting evidence of the children engaging in a science investigation
relating to Living Things

Yes

I confirm I have included supporting evidence of the children engaging in a science investigation
relating to Energy & Forces

Yes

SFI Discover Science & Maths
Award Application Form
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Step 2 - Technology

I confirm I have included supporting evidence of the children engaging in a science investigation
relating to Materials

Yes

I confirm I have included supporting evidence of the children engaging in a science investigation
relating to Environmental Awareness & Care

Yes

Please select the first of two science activities that your school participated in

Took part in Science Week

Please select the second of two science activities that your school participated in

Visited an SFI Discover Centre

Optional - Please select one of the following science activities that your school participated in

Took part in Space Week

Optional - Please select one of the following science activities that your school participated in

Used STEM in projects on environment/sustainability

Please insert urls to the blog posts or webpages containing supporting evidence for the strands
selected

Please select one example of the children using technology (for any subject)

Used ICT to Record and analyse data

Please select another example of the children using technology (for any subject)

Built simple electronic circuits

Optional - Please select one example of the children using technology (for any subject)

Made a video
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Step 3 - Engineering

Step 4 - Maths

Optional - Please select one example of the children using technology (for any subject)

Other, please specify

Please give details

Explored Robotics

Please insert urls to the blog posts or webpages containing supporting evidence for the strands
selected

Please select one example of the children investigating engineering in class or in the local area

Design and make activities

Please select another example of the children investigating engineering in class or in the local area

Took part in an Engineers Week event

Please insert urls to the blog posts or webpages containing supporting evidence for the strands
selected

Please provide one example of how the children have applied their maths knowledge and skills in
practical ways

Used maths skills as part of STEM

Please provide another example of how the children have applied their maths knowledge and skills in
practical ways

Maths trail around school

Optional - Please provide one example of how the children have applied their maths knowledge and
skills in practical ways

Took part in Maths Week
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Step 5 - STEM Showcase

Please insert urls to the blog posts or webpages containing supporting evidence for the strands
selected

Choose one of the following

Children presented STEM work to other classes

Please insert urls to the blog posts or webpages containing supporting evidence for the strands
selected
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Step 1 Evidence 



Hands on Investigations 

Strand: Energy and forces 

Title: Rocket Launch 

Class : 1st Class SEN  

Aim: to make a balloon travel from one end of a piece of 

string to the other end of the piece of string. 

Materials: 

String 

Balloon 

Straw 

Sellotape 

Scissors 

2 chairs 

 



Method: 

1. Pull string through a drinking straw. 

2. Tie the string to two chairs and pull it tight. 

3. Blow up a long shaped balloon and keep the air in 

using a clothes peg or by holding it tight. 

4. Using sellotape attach the balloon to the side of the 

straw. Pull the whole thing back to the beginning of 

the string and let go of the balloon. 

 

1. 

 

 

 



2. 

 

3. 

 



4. 

 

 

 

Conclusion: 

The air coming out of the back of the balloon pushes the 

balloon forward. This is how rockets work – the hot burning 

gases rushing out the back of the rockets push them 

forwards. 

 

 



 

Strand: Energy and forces 

Title: Exploring Magnets 

Class: Senior Infants  

 

Senior Infants had fun experiment using Magnets and 

predicting what materials would repeal and attract. They 

learnt about the three main types of materials that attract 

to magnets (nickel, iron and cobalt). The class also was able 

to identify the south and north pole of the magnet.  

 



 

 

 



 

Strand: Energy and forces 

Title: Light 

Class: 5th Class 

 

5th Class investigated light under the following headings  – 

transparent, translucent and opaque. 

 

5th class discovered that light transmits, reflects, absorbs 

and refracts. 

 



Step 1 - Science 

Hands on Investigations 

Strand:Environmental Awareness and Care 

Title: Minibeast Pitfall 

Class: 2nd Class 

 

Experiment:  

Creating a pitfall trap to find out what mini beasts live in 

the Ballyraine N.S. school garden. 

 

What we used: 

Garden trowel 

Collection container- flower pot 

Wooden lid- larger than the flower pot 

Some stones to rise the lid  

White cloth 

Magnifying glass 

 

What we did: 

 

 First we looked around the school and decided on the 

best spot for our pitfall trap. We chose the woodland 



area because there are lots of bushes and tree there 

so we thought there might be some mini beasts around 

too. 

 Next we dug a hole the size of the flower pot and 

placed it in the hole so it was even with the soil. 

 We put some small stones on the soil around the pot 

and put the wooden board on top, as a lid. This was 

used to make sure any mini beasts didn’t drown in the 

rain and we know insects like shady areas so we 

thought that this might attract them in.  

 We predicted what might crawl into our pit fall trap 

and how we could record our findings. Our class 

thought that we might find worms, spiders, beetles and 

flies in the pot. We have a mini beast identifying dial in 

our class so we decided we would use that and our 

magnifying glass to help us identify our findings. We 

were learning all about tally marks used for counting so 

we decided to use that to record what we found each 

day. 

 We kept a close eye on our pitfall trap and recorded 

each day before setting the mini beasts free, back into 

the school garden.  

 

 

 

 

 

 



Results: 

 We were correct in our prediction as we found worms, 

spiders, beetles and flies in the pot. We also found 

woodlice and slugs. 

 We were so excited to check the trap each day and 

record what we found. We have also been doing lots of 

bird watching using our identifying dial and have been 

going on leaf and twig hunts to see what is growing in 

our school garden at Ballyraine N.S. 

 



Step 1 - Science 

Hands on Investigations 

Living Things 

Title: Finger Prints 

Class: 1st Class SEN 

 

Aim: To prove that each fingertip has a pattern of fine skin 

ridges that are slightly different for every person. 

Materials:  

 Lead pencils  

 White paper  

 Sellotape  

 Scissors 

 



Method: 

1. Using a pencil scribble heavily on white paper.  

2. Rub your finger all over the scribble, making it smudgy.  

3. Press your finger firmly onto the sticky side of a piece 

of sellotape. Press it hard so that the ridges on your 

fingers are transferred to the sellotape.  

4. Stick the sellotape onto white paper and look at your 

fingerprint.  

1. 

 



 2. 

 

3. 

 

 



4. 

 

    Conclusion: 

Everybody’s fingerprints are different. Each fingertip 

has a pattern of fine skin ridges that are slightly 

different for every person - even identical twins. A 

fingerprint sample is composed of grease and dried sweat 

left behind by the tips of the fingers.  

 



Living Things 

Title: Our Lungs 

Class: 5th Class 

5th Class carried out some hands on investigations while 

learning all about their lungs. 

 

1. Constructing the paper bag lungs. 

 

 

2. Drawing the structure of the lungs. 



 
3. Inflating the lungs. 

 

 

 
4. Labelling the lungs. 

 



Step 1 - Science 

Hands on Investigations 

Strand:Materials 

Title: Floating and Sinking 

Class: Junior Infants 

 

 

Introduction 

We discussed Floating and Sinking. 

 

Lesson 

Children looked at various objects. They predicted which 

would float and which would sink. 

 

 
 

    

 

 



 We tested: 

A crayon 

Scissors 

A paper clip 

A bottle 

A lollipop stick 

A leaf 

A feather 

A key 

A ball  

 

The children recorded their predictions first. 

We then tested each item. 

The children recorded the results. 

 

Results 

 



 

 

The key, scissors, paper clip and crayon sank to the bottom. 

The bottle, ball, lollipop stick, feather and leaf floated on 

the top. 

Kellie 
Olivia 



6th Class Materials Materials & Change 

Elephant Toothpaste / Foamy Mountain Experiment 

6th Class carried out a hands-on science experiment whereby they go to mix a 

few materials together to create foam and make it rise and flow out from the 

bottle. The experiment has two names because a) we create foam, and b) it is 

said to look like elephant toothpaste (Note: Not to be used as toothpaste  ) 

Pupils gathered a number of items from around the school: 

 Food colouring (Green because we did this experiment around St 

Patrick’s Day) 

 Hot water 

 Old plastic bottles 

 Soap 

 Yeast 

 Hydrogen Peroxide (Which we had to source outside of school) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pupils got chosen at random to come up and mix in the various materials to get 

the experiment started. Firstly we added hydrogen peroxide (120ml) to the 

empty plastic bottle. Next Thomas added food colouring (just for colour as it 

has no bearing on the actual experiment), and Ellie added soap. 



6th Class Materials Materials & Change 

 

Emily came up and mixed a sachet of yeast with hot water. Then it was time to 

make some foam. Faith poured our yeast mixture into the plastic bottle and we 

all watched the reaction which caused foam to form and rise up and out of the 

bottle. It did not stop forming for quite some time and we had to put the 

bottle on a tray to prevent it from causing a mess.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



6th Class Materials Materials & Change 

Why did this reaction happen? 

The yeast acts as a catalyst or helper and removes the oxygen from the 

hydrogen peroxide. This forms lots and lots of tiny bubbles when it meets the 

soap which causes the foam to rise all the way up and out of the bottle. 

Another cool piece of science happened as it caused an Exothermic Reaction – 

which means it did not just create foam, it created heat as well. The bottle was 

quite hot afterwards, due to this exothermic reaction.  

 

  



6th Class Materials Materials & Change 

  

Emily R 



6th Class Materials Materials & Change 

  

Kellie 



6th Class Materials Materials & Change 

  

Olivia 



6th Class Materials Materials & Change 

 



Step 1 

Space Week 2018 

Class: 5th Class 

 

5th Class took part in Space Week 2018 with their student 

teacher. They created some fantastic  graphs during their 

maths ans science lessons. 

 



 

 

 



Step 1 – Science Week Event 1 2018 

Science Day in LYIT (6th Class) 

On Thursday the 15th of November, 6th class went to the LYIT for a 

science day. When we arrived a woman called Mary brought us to the 

science lab. The first experiment we did was extracting DNA from a 

banana. The first step was to put a piece of banana in a bag and 

mash it up. Then we put saline in with the banana to filter it. After 

that we put some soap and red ethanol in to the mixture. The 

ethanol made it clearer to see the DNA (Deoxyribo Nucleic Acid). 

We had to fish out the DNA using a spoon. Once we did that, we put 

the DNA in to a little tube and took it home. 

The next room we went to was the chemistry lab. In there we made 

a backbone of DNA by building a spiral structure. Then we went to 

the art room and we made a collage of recycled items such as 

newspapers, magazines, wall paper and cling film. The computer room 

was where we went last and in there we met a man called John. He 

was teaching us how to code. We made an app on the computer, then 

transferred it to a tablet/phone. Lastly we went for lunch in the 

main canteen. I had mash potatoes, peas and gravy, along with 

lemonade to drink. Kindly they gave us goodie bags and the whole 

experience was free. I had a great day and hope to go again.  

OS 6th Class 

 

  



  

We got to dress up like Scientists and 

investigate how to extract DNA from a banana 



  



  

We made a backbone, similar to that in DNA 



 

We made apps on 

the computer and 

transferred it to our 

phones/tablets 

using Bluetooth 

We got ‘CELL 

EXPLORERS’ 

certificates and had 

a great day 



Step 1 

Science Week 2018 

Class: 3rd Class 

 

Science Workshop 

Third class went to the Library for a Science Workshop for 

Science week 2018. Environmental Scientist,Robin Barry 

talked to us about the different types of pollution. 

Air- cars and planes make air pollution with the exhaust.  

Smoke from our fires and factory smoke cause pollution. 

We learned that it is illegal to burn plastic. 

Noise- noise can scare away wildlife. 

Water- If a tanker crashes, oil spills in the sea. Farm waste 

can cause water pollution. 

Litter- Litter is rubbish thrown away and it can kill animals. 

Light- Lights from big cities makes the sky brighter which 

confuses the wildlife. 

Sea Creatures- we saw pictures of different sea creatures 

and we saw a picture of the biggest turtle in the world 

which was found with three plastic bags in its tummy. One 

of them was from Ireland! 



Wildlife- Robin brought lots of butterflies in frames. He 

also brought snake skin, live beetles, a frame of moths, a 

scorpion, bees, honey, dead coral, honeycomb and many 

other interesting things. We also saw a dragon fly through a 

microscope.  

We all really enjoyed this visit. It was so interesting. 

 

 

 



 

Step 1 

Used STEM in projects on the environment 

Green Schools 

Nest Watch Project 2019 

This year the Green team with the help of Aengus 

Kennedy,Nature North West have set up  hidden 

cameras in two nesting boxes in the school 

courtyard.The nesting box has  previously been used to 

raise a  family of Blue tits Last year seven blue tits 

survived and left the  safety of the nesting box on Day 

21 of the project. 

This year we are setting up access to the 'Nest 

Watch' project on each of the classroom interactive 

boards. The birds have been busy collecting twigs 

,moss and wool as building materials for the nest and 

we will be keeping a close eye on the nest over the next 

few weeks as the eggs are hatched. 



 
Nesting box in the cherry tree in the school courtyard. 

 

 

 
Blue Tits have made this their family home for the last 

four years. 

 



 
Strawberries, shallots, lettuce and peas are growing in 

the school polytunnel 

 

 
We launched our ‘Love 30’ campaign and WOW Walk on 

Wednesday in April. 

 



 
 

Many hands make light work ! 

 

 



Step 1 

Visit an SFI Discover Centre 

Glenveagh National Park 

Class: 5th Class 

 

5th Class visited Glenveagh National Park 

Theme: New National Park Learning Day – looking at 

tourism, conservation and how the park is developing for 

the future. 

 

Glenveagh Trip 2019 

On the 15th of March 2019 we went on a trip to Glenveagh.  We 

departed at 9.10am.  The first thing we saw was a deer, a baby and 

his mother.  When we got into the visitor centre they told us our 

focus was to encourage more visitors to come whilst protecting the 

environment.  We were split into two teams.  One leader was called 

Noreen the other was called Clare.  I was in Noreen’s team.  We were 

the Tourist Development team. 

We first went to the Castle and learned the history.  We went around 

the Bamboo Area and had great fun.  At the end we had to come up 

with some ideas to make the park more popular and present it to the 

other team.  I went a little overboard and made it into a resort.  I 

loved my trip to Glenveagh and I would rate it five stars.  

 



Step 2 Evidence 



Step 2 

Technology 

Construct Simple Circuits 

Class: 4th Class 

4th class pupils constructed simple circuits. 

 

 



Step 2 

Technology 

Create a video 

Class – 3rd Class SEN 

 

3rd Class children created video about the use of our school 

buddy benches. 

 

 

2434.MOV
 

 



Step 2 

Technology 

Exploring Robotics 

Classes: All Classes (Junior Infants -6th) 

 

All children in the school took part in a LEGO STEM workshop which was run by ‘Bricks 

for Kidz’. The children in pairs had to create a battery run car by following instructions 

and using Lego. This was a fantastic activity for children to apply their problem solving 

skills, counting, predicting and coding skills. 

 

 

 



Step 2 – Technology 

Record and analyse data collected - Graph 

Class: 1st Class 

We made smoothies in 1st class. Aren’t we very 

healthy?? 

 We were being healthy and doing maths at the same 

time! 

 In maths we have been learning all about data.  

 Today we collected data and then used technology and 

a word document to create a bar chart 

 

Report 

During our lesson we made two flavours of smoothie  

 strawberry and banana 

 mango, papaya and pineapple 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Our teachers used a Nutribullet to make the smoothies 

 

 

  

 

 

 

Shake, Shake, 

Shake!!! 

 



0 

2 

4 

6 

8 

10 

12 

14 

16 

Strawberry & Banana  Mango, Papaya & 
Pineapple  

Did not Taste  

 

 

 

Getting Ready to Taste!! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Bar Chart 

 

 

 

 

 



 

14 pupils tried strawberry and banana and guess what….. 14 

pupils liked them and want to have them again!! 

10 pupils tried mango, papaya and pineapple and 8 liked this 

flavour.  

3 pupils did not wish to try either. In our next data 

collecting experiment this may be less or it could be more!!  

We loved learning about data and we loved collating the 

information.  We also loved the smoothies!!! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

By 1st class, Ballyraine N.S, Letterkenny, Co. Donegal 

 



Step 3 Evidence 



 

Step 3 

Engineering 

Engineer’s Week Event  

Class : 3rd Class  

 

Engineer’s Week - Library Visit 

It is engineering week. On Monday, we went to the library 

to see the 3D printer. We were split into groups. One group 

went to look at the 3D printer printing a little plastic 

dragon. They had to make the printer really hot. We also 

went to see the interactive table. We could bounce a ball 

around, pop bubbles and lots more. In the other group we 

had to make the longest and tallest thing in 5 minutes with 

the connectors (made by the 3D printer) and straws and in 

the last group we had to make a thing to protect our own 

egg from breaking. It was called the egg drop because in 

the end we drop the thing with the egg in it on the floor. I 

really enjoyed the interactive table it was my favourite 

thing in the library. We got moustaches printed from the 

3D printer.  

By: Sophie Dowling (3rd Class) 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 



Step 3 

Engineering 

Design and Make Activites 

 

Class: SEN Junior Infants 

Title: Design a Boat 

Aim: to make and design a boat to take the maximum 

number of passengers (cubes) with the given materials 

(tinfoil) 

 

Materials: 

Cubes 

Tinfoil 

Container 

Water 

 

 



Method: 

1. Cut two pieces of tinfoil of an equal size. 

2. Make two different shapes of boats using the tinfoil. 

3. Put one boat into the basin of water. 

4. Add cubes until the boat sinks. Count the cubes. 

Remove the materials from the basin. 

5. Put the second boat into the basin. 

6. Add cubes until the boat sinks. Count the cubes. 

Remove the materials from the basin. Check which 

boat held the most. 

 

 

 



 
 

 
 

 
 



 

Fair test: 

We used the same amount of tinfoil for each boat to ensure 

it was a fair test. 

 

Conclusion: 

Water pushes upwards with a force called ‘upthrust’ (you 

can feel this if you try to push a light object such as a 

balloon or aeroboard under water). The shape of a boat 

affects the weight (passengers/ cargo) it can hold. The 

more water that the boat displaces the more it will float 

and therefore the more weight it can take. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Class: SEN Junior Infants 

Title: Design a Bridge 

 

Aim: to build bridge using blocks and paper to hold as many 

cubes as possible 

 

Materials: 

Blocks 

Paper 

Cubes 

 

Method: 

1. Make a bridge from one piece of paper and test its 

strength by adding cubes until the bridge collapses. 

 

2. Use two pieces of paper and test again. 

 

3. Use one piece of paper and fold up sides, i.e. a 

walled bridge. 

 

4. Make an arch (using two pieces of paper). 

 

5. Make a corrugated bridge. 

 

 



1. 

 

2. 

 

 

 



3. 

 

4. 

 



5. 

 

 

 

Conclusion: The material from which a structure is made is 

important but you can strengthen a material by changing its 

shape. 

 



Step 4 Evidence 



 
 

Step 4 

Maths 

Maths trail 

Class: 1st Class SEN 

 

 



 
 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 



 
 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 



Step 4 

Maths 

Maths Week 

 

Our school took part in maths week which ran from 13th – 

21st October 2018. During maths week the children enjoyed 

lots of practical maths activities, games, maths trails and 

activities from the resource packs which were available on 

www.mathsweek.ie. 

   

 

http://www.mathsweek.ie/
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Step 4 

Maths 

Maths trail 

Class: 1st Class SEN 

 

1st Class maths support group created a maths trail using a 

template from www.primaryscience.ie. They made some 

changes to the template including adding in a photograph of 

our school and they also edited some of the questions to make 

them more relevant to our school. 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.primaryscience.ie/
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Names:________________________________________ 

Ballyraine National School Maths Trail                                                                                                                                                               

1st/2nd class 

 

Start at the School gate and walk towards the front of the 

school.  

Look at the front of the school. 

1. How many windows on the front of the school?        

                                    

  

 

 

2. How many steps up to the front door?  
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3. Now turn around and face the school gate.             

 

How many bars in each section of the railing? How many 

sections? 

 

How many bars altogether? 

 

4. Look at the cars parked. How many cars are there? 

 

How many wheels on each car?  

                                             

How many wheels altogether? 

 

Fill in the table below: 

Colour of car Reg. Number 
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5. Look around. Can you see the any flags? How many 

flags can you count? 

 

6. Can you find examples of any of the following 2-D 

shapes:  

Shape Locations 

Square  

 

 

 

Triangle  

 

 

 

Rectangle  
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Circle  

 

 

 

Semi Circle 

 

 

 

Can you find examples of any of the following 3-D shapes:           

 

Shapes Location 

Cube   

 

 

Cuboid  

 

 

 

Sphere  

 

 

 

Cone  
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7. Look around.  

Can you find anything that’s about a metre long? 

Can you find anything that’s longer than a metre?        

 

 

Can you find anything that’s shorter than a metre? 

 

8. Go to the vegetable garden. Estimate how many 

footsteps long one of the vegetable beds is? Now try 

it and see if your estimate was close. 

I chose the____________________________ bed. 

My estimate is_________________ hand spans. 

The vegetable bed is _______________ hand spans wide. 
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How many children holding hands and stretched out would 

reach the length of the school shelter? Estimate first, now 

try it. 

My estimate is a chain of________________ children long.       

 

The playground is a chain of _______________ children long. 



Roll Number:

Walkability Audit

November 21, 2018

Ballyraine NS

Ballyraine Road,

Letterkenny,

Co. Donegal

19411C



A Walkability Audit is a methodical examination of how 
pedestrian-friendly a route may or may not be.

The word Walkability means the “ability to walk”.

Ballyraine NS is 230 pupil urban school located on the 
R245 in Letterkenny. There is significant traffic 
congestion outside the school during drop-off and pick-
up times. 



Objectives:

Members of the school population identified a possible 
walking route to school to audit.

1. To assess the route from a possible Park ‘n’ Stride 
location at ALDI to the school.



Description of the route audited:

The students audited the route from the school to the 
local ALDI, which is located northwest of the school on 
the R245. The route was 800m in length and took about 
10 minutes to walk. 



The students recorded the 
‘red path’ as a safe route for 
students to use during drop-
off and collection times.

On the western end of the 
carpark, cars park on the ‘red 
path’, forcing pedestrians to 
walk through the cars to 
cross the car-park. Hedge 
protruding onto path also.

The yellow markings here are 
to signify a footpath, however 
they are not effective as cars 
are parking on top of the 
pedestrian area.

Pedestrian Crossing outside 
the school.



Entrance of Portsdale
estate.

Wide footpaths along the 
start of the route on the 
R245.

School Ahead Signs with 
flashing signs on both 
approaches to the school.

Entrance to a doctor’s 
surgery; lots of cars 
crossing the footpath.



The third Pedestrian 
Crossing on the R245.

Entrance to Letterkenny 
Institute of Technology on 
the R245.

Pedestrian Crossing outside 
the LYIT.

Pole supporting large road 
sign positioned in the 
middle of the footpath.



Here are our findings and recommendation:

1. The students noted the path of red paint around the perimeter of the 
car-park to allow for a safe space for children to use to access the far 
end of the car-park. The path works well in front of the school, however 
at the far end, cars encroaching on the path, which forces children to 
cross the carpark between cars.

Recommendation: Erect chain posts to section off the ‘red path’ and 
communicate the new measure to the school community.

2. The hedge protrudes over the school boundary, reducing the amount of 
space for pedestrians walking on the ‘red path’

Recommendation: Contact the appropriate persons with responsibility 
over the management of this hedge and ask them to trim it. 

3. A path denoted with yellow road markings allows cars to drive over it to 
access the car-spaces, however cars park on the path, which forces 
pedestrians out further towards to road.

Recommendation: School communication via letter home. If that isn’t 
successful, could the path be painted solid in yellow?

4. Students identified a pedestrian crossing outside the school providing a 
safe place for pupils to cross.

Recommendation: Encourage students to wear high-visibility jackets; 
communicate to the students that it’s still necessary to be extremely 
cautious when crossing the road at the crossing; Mr Oliver will continue 
to request the RSA’s interactive Road Safety ‘Streetscape’ to visit the 
school.

5. The route passes the entrance to Portsdale Estate, a Doctor’s Surgery 
and LYIT

Recommendation: Exercise caution at entrances as cars will be 
entering and exiting at these points; wear high-visibility jackets.



Here are our findings and recommendation:

6. The committee recorded wide footpaths at the beginning of the 

route on the R245.

Recommendation: None

7. Two further Pedestrian Crossing were recorded along the R245, at 

LYIT and close to the ALDI supermarket.

Recommendation: Always exercise caution when crossing the road, 

even when the pedestrian light is green.

8. The committee identified a hazard close to ALDI where the pole 

from a large road sign is positioned right in the middle of the 

footpath.

Recommendation: Change pole for one that can be 

accommodated away from the footpath.



Thank you for reading our report. 

Please contact us with your feedback using the details below.

School Details:

Green-Schools Travel Education Officer

Email:

Phone:

Email:

Phone:

School:

Name:

Áine O’Loughlen

aoloughlen@eeu.antaisce.org

0871325506

ballyrainens@gmail.com

074 9124758 

Ballyraine NS

.
Ballyraine NS

David Oliver

Letterkenny 

mailto:aoloughlen@eeu.antaisce.org
mailto:ballyrainens@gmail.com


Ballyraine NS

Survey 1: 24 October 2018  
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24 October 2018 2.5% 0.8% 0.8% 30.6% 3.3% 0.0% 6.6% 55.4%

How do you usually travel TO school? 
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How would you PREFER to travel to school?  
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24 October 2018 96.2% 94.9% 77.2% 84.8% 100.0% 84.8% 100.0% 97.5%

For those who travel to school by car (car, carpooling and Park 
and Stride), what changes would make you walk/cycle or scoot 

to school?            
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24 October 2018 89.3% 76.9% 66.1% 54.5% 31.4% 25.6%

Cycling: How many students…
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24 October 2018 86.1% 74.1% 61.1% 35.2% 28.7%

How many students who own or have use of a bike…
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Do you take part in weekly walks to school?
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Step 5 Evidence 



Step 5 

Show and Tell – Science Fair 

Class: 4th Class 

4th class pupils hosted a Science Fair where they presented 

their science investigations to every other class in the 

school. Well Done to 4th class and their teacher Mrs Mc 

Kinley for all their hard work. 

 

 





 



 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

 



 


