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A Walkability Audit is a methodical examination of how 
pedestrian-friendly a route may or may not be.

The word Walkability means the “ability to walk”.

Ballyraine NS is 230 pupil urban school located on the 
R245 in Letterkenny. There is significant traffic 
congestion outside the school during drop-off and pick-
up times. 



Objectives:

Members of the school population identified a possible 
walking route to school to audit.

1. To assess the route from a possible Park ‘n’ Stride 
location at ALDI to the school.



Description of the route audited:

The students audited the route from the school to the 
local ALDI, which is located northwest of the school on 
the R245. The route was 800m in length and took about 
10 minutes to walk. 



The students recorded the 
‘red path’ as a safe route for 
students to use during drop-
off and collection times.

On the western end of the 
carpark, cars park on the ‘red 
path’, forcing pedestrians to 
walk through the cars to 
cross the car-park. Hedge 
protruding onto path also.

The yellow markings here are 
to signify a footpath, however 
they are not effective as cars 
are parking on top of the 
pedestrian area.

Pedestrian Crossing outside 
the school.



Entrance of Portsdale
estate.

Wide footpaths along the 
start of the route on the 
R245.

School Ahead Signs with 
flashing signs on both 
approaches to the school.

Entrance to a doctor’s 
surgery; lots of cars 
crossing the footpath.



The third Pedestrian 
Crossing on the R245.

Entrance to Letterkenny 
Institute of Technology on 
the R245.

Pedestrian Crossing outside 
the LYIT.

Pole supporting large road 
sign positioned in the 
middle of the footpath.



Here are our findings and recommendation:

1. The students noted the path of red paint around the perimeter of the 
car-park to allow for a safe space for children to use to access the far 
end of the car-park. The path works well in front of the school, however 
at the far end, cars encroaching on the path, which forces children to 
cross the carpark between cars.

Recommendation: Erect chain posts to section off the ‘red path’ and 
communicate the new measure to the school community.

2. The hedge protrudes over the school boundary, reducing the amount of 
space for pedestrians walking on the ‘red path’

Recommendation: Contact the appropriate persons with responsibility 
over the management of this hedge and ask them to trim it. 

3. A path denoted with yellow road markings allows cars to drive over it to 
access the car-spaces, however cars park on the path, which forces 
pedestrians out further towards to road.

Recommendation: School communication via letter home. If that isn’t 
successful, could the path be painted solid in yellow?

4. Students identified a pedestrian crossing outside the school providing a 
safe place for pupils to cross.

Recommendation: Encourage students to wear high-visibility jackets; 
communicate to the students that it’s still necessary to be extremely 
cautious when crossing the road at the crossing; Mr Oliver will continue 
to request the RSA’s interactive Road Safety ‘Streetscape’ to visit the 
school.

5. The route passes the entrance to Portsdale Estate, a Doctor’s Surgery 
and LYIT

Recommendation: Exercise caution at entrances as cars will be 
entering and exiting at these points; wear high-visibility jackets.



Here are our findings and recommendation:

6. The committee recorded wide footpaths at the beginning of the 

route on the R245.

Recommendation: None

7. Two further Pedestrian Crossing were recorded along the R245, at 

LYIT and close to the ALDI supermarket.

Recommendation: Always exercise caution when crossing the road, 

even when the pedestrian light is green.

8. The committee identified a hazard close to ALDI where the pole 

from a large road sign is positioned right in the middle of the 

footpath.

Recommendation: Change pole for one that can be 

accommodated away from the footpath.



Thank you for reading our report. 

Please contact us with your feedback using the details below.

School Details:

Green-Schools Travel Education Officer

Email:

Phone:

Email:

Phone:

School:

Name:

Áine O’Loughlen

aoloughlen@eeu.antaisce.org

0871325506

ballyrainens@gmail.com

074 9124758 
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